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dominant influence of Eossetti held the attention of
the Brotherhood closely upon art and literature.

One point is important. It was strongly held in
the Brotherhood that purity of mind and heart was
a necessary condition for good work, and all that was
gross or sensual was strictly tabooed. It is clear that
this band of enthusiasts were men of untainted lives,
and though they probably had little respect for purely
conventional morality, they had a deep-seated desire                       f

for nobility of life and aim.

Mr. W. M. Eossetti kept a diary of the work and                       |f j

progress of the Brotherhood, which has been published.                       **

But the passages which would probably have cast
most light on the proceedings of his brother have
disappeared. At some period about 1855, Eossetti in-
spected the book, and arbitrarily tore out and mutilated
a number of pages.

The Brotherhood settled down sturdily to work.
Eossetti had chosen as his subject The Girlhood of Mary
Virgin, a picture on canvas thirty-three by twenty-five
inches. Mr. Holman Hunt describes his method of
working. " When he had once sat down and was
immersed in the effort to express his purpose, and the
difficulties had to be wrestled with, his tongue was
hushed, he remained fixed, and inattentive to all
that went on about him; he rocked himself to and
fro, and at times he moaned lowly or hummed for a
brief minute."

In 1849 Millais and Hunt had a picture each in the
Academy, and Eossetti one in the " Free Exhibition "
near Hyde Park Corner. These pictures were well
received, the P.E.B. initials which appeared on the
pictures being passed over without comment. Eossettirong Christian bias; but the in fact, a time
